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(1) The contribution limits in this section apply to 

(a) Candidates for state legislative office; 

(b) Candidates lor state office other than state legislative office; 

(c) Candidates for county office in a county that has over two hundred thousand registered voters; 

(d) Candidates for special purpose district office if that district is authorized to provide freight and 
passenger transfer and terminal facilities and that district has over two hundred thousand registered voters; 

(e) Persons holding an office in (a) through (d) of this subsection against whom recall charges have been 
filed or to a political committee having the expectation of making expenditures in support of the recall of a 
person holding the office; 

(f) Caucus poiitical committees; 

(g) Bona fide poiitical parties. 

(2) No person, other than a bona fide political party or a caucus political committee, may make 
contributions to a candidate for a state legislative office or county office that in the aggregate exceed seven 
hundred dollars or to a candidate for a oublic office in a soecial ouroose district or a state offlce other than a . , 
state legislative office that in the aggregate exceed one thousand four hundred dollars for each election in 
which the candidate is on the ballot or aooears as a write-in candidate. Contributions to candidates subiect to 
the limits in this section made with respedt to a primary may not be made after the date of the primary. ' 
However, contributions to a candidate or a candidate's authorized committee may be made with resuect to a 
r I I ir r1/ ,1,1,j (tie [)I tllary, s ~ u e c l  lo 1i.c to lop. ng rr o n  Inc c;rna o.itc ost i r e  
pr mnry. ,n tno c.iroianl,?s .,..!nor /cu conit!) riee 11~15 r~s-tl cent lu.lus lo p.i ,  ucoi j  o ~ s ~ d r i u  nq as of :nc 
date of the orimam: and l c l  the contributions mav onlv be raised and soentto-satisfv the outstandinu debt , , 
contributions to cendidaies subject to the limits in this section made with respect t/a general electiGn may 
not be made after the final day of the applicable election cycle. 

(3) No person, other than a bona fide political party or a caucus political committee, may make 
c ~ t i l r  6-1 011s lo (I o!f cid, a county oll c .i . or .I p ~ o  c oft c ~ a  11 ;> spec n, p..rpwd! <I 311 ci <?rjta osi . \ . I I .u  

rccd, cn.rrgcs n,r 1c occn f co or lo ;I 20 ,I cn conll.1 !lee oc<v riq lilr exvecini~ori ol , r ~ , i d  r i r j  exuerid I.rc; 11 

suooort 01 the recall of the state official, countv official. or ~ublic-official in a soecial ouroosi district durina a , , . , , . 
recall campaign that in the aggregate exceed seven hundred dollars if for a ;ate legislative office or cou;ty 
office or one thousand four hundred dollars if for a soecial ouroose district office or a state office other than a 
state legislative office. 

tI1t.1 Nol.1 irlsldrlu r iq s~osec l  on 2 )  at in8s scci on no conti l at: pc 1 . ~ ~ 1  pzny nr c.i..c..s po I c;i 
corrr~ itec ma, m , i c  co-lr,oL!.uis 10 a canolo.~Ic odr nq t i l l  f:.eci or1 r:/c t III~I r l  irle dqqri'qaic; exceeu I 
seventy cents multiolied bv the number of eliaible reoistered voters in the iurlsdiction from which the 
candidate is elected if thecontributor is a caicus poi;tical committee or the governing body of a state 
organization, or (ii) thirty-five cents multiplied by the number of registered voters in the jurisdiction from which 
the candidate is elected if the contributor is a county central committee or a legislative district committee. 

(b) No candidate may accept contributions from a county central commitlee or a legislative district 
committee during an election cycle that when combined with contributions from other county central 
committees or legislative district Committees would in the aggregate exceed thirty-five cents times the 
number of registered voters in the jurisdiction from which the candidate is elected. 

(5)(a) Notwithstanding subsection (3) of this section, no bona fide political party or caucus political 
committee may make contributions to a state official, county official, or a public official in a special ourpose 
district againsiwhom recall charges have been filed, or to a political committee having the expectation of 
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making expenditures in support of the state official, county official, or a public official in a special purpose 
district during a recall campaign that in the aggregate exceed (i) seventy cents multiplied by the number of 
eligibie registered voters in the jurisdiction entitled to recall the slate official if the contributor is a caucus 
poiitical committee or the governing body of a state organization, or (ii) thirty-live cents multiplied by the 
number of registered voters in the furisdiction from which the candidate is elected if the contributor is a 
county central committee or a legislative district cornmittee. 

(b) No official holding an office specified in subsection (1) of this section against whom recall charges 
have been filed, no authorized committee of the official. and no oolitical committee havina the exvectation of 
making expenditures in support of the recall of the official may accept contributions from a county central 
committee or a legislative district committee during an election cycle that when combined with contributions 
from other county central committees or legislative district committees would in the aggregate exceed thirty- 
five cents multipiied by the number of registered voters in the jurisdiction from which the candidate is eiected. 

(6) For purposes of determining contribution limits under subsections (4) and (5) of this section, the 
number of eligible registered voters in a jurisdiction is the number at the time of the most recent general 
eiection in the jurisdiction. 

(7) Notwithstanding subsections (2) through (5) of this section. no person other than an individual. bona 
tide political party, or caucus political committee may make contributions reportable under this chapter to a 
caucus oolitical committee that in the aaareaate exceed seven hundred dollars in a calendar vear or to a -" 
bona lick political party that in the aggregate exceed three thousand live hundred dollars in a'calendar year. 
This subsection does not apply to loans made in the ordinary course of business. 

(8) For the purposes of RCW '$2 17.640 through 42.7 7.790, a contribution to the authorized political 
committee of a candidate or of an official specified in subsection (1) of this section against whom recall 
charges have been filed is considered to be a contribution to the candidate or official. 

(9) A contribution received within the twelve-month period after a recall election concerning an office 
specified in subsectioii (1) of this section is considered to be a contribution durina that recall camvaiqn il the 
contribution is used to pay a debt or obligation incurred to influence the outcomebf that recall campsgn 

(10) The contributions allowed by subsection (3) of this section are in addition to those allowed by 
subsection (2) of this section, and the contributions allowed by subsection (5) of this section are in addition to 
those allowed by subsection (4) of this section. 

(1 1) RCW 12. I7G40 lhrough 52. I 7  790 apply to a special election conducted to fill a vacancy in an office 
specified in subsection ( I )  of this section. However, the contributions made to a candidate or received by a 
candidate for a primary or special election conducted to fill such a vacancy shall not be counted toward any 
of the limitations that apply to the candidate or to contributions made to the candidate for any other primary 
or election. 

(12) Notwithstanding the other subsections of this section, no corporation or business entity not doing 
business in Washington state, no labor union with fewer than ten members who reside in Washington state, 
and no oolitical committee that has not received contributions of ten dollars or more from at least ten oersons , 
registered to vote in Washington state during the preceding one hundred eighty days may make 
contributions reportable under this chapter to a candidate, to a state official against whom recall charges 
have been filed, or to a political cornmittee having the expectation of making expenditures in support of the 
recall of the official. This subsection does not apply to loans made in the ordinary course of business. 

(13) Notwithstanding the other subsections of this section, no county central committee or legislative 
district committee mav make contributions revortable under this chavter to a candidate soecified in 
subsection (1) of this section, or an official specified in subsection (i) of this section agaiAst whom recall 
charaes have been filed, or Dolitical commitlee havina the exoectation of makina exvenditures in suooort of - .  . . 
irie r tcr i  01 dr. 011 c ?I S V ~ C  t eu II 5.iuseci or- ,I ol 111 s sect c r  I i r c  county ccnir~i  comrn lice or #:r]> ;st .c  
u SII ci cornrr IICC s 0.1s oc 01 inc ,-r SO CI on cni l co to c cci inc c;lnoidaic o r  rec,, rf'e uli c a 

(14) No person may accept contributions that exceed the contribution limitations provided in this section. 

(15) The following contributions are exempt from the contribution limits of this section 

,,I, An cxpcna lbrc or conlr 0-1 on c.lrmiirnco lor voicr re!) ;[rat oii, lor ,luleiiiee on. ot nlorn.ii or-, lor 
VrL-LirILt C~I,.C..S,?~~ 101 set-11 .I i n e - ~ ~ l t  cclt~~vrt qtis lor ore,; nci ,.oqes or nsucciors ior -..lwp c 0.7 01s <>r 
for ballot counting, all without promotion of or political advertising f i r  individual candidates; or 

(b) An expenditure by a political committee for its own internal organization or fund raising without direct 
association with individual candidates. 

[zoo6 c 348 5 1, 2005 c 445 5 11. Pr~ar: 2001 c 208 5 1; 1995 c 397 5 20; 1993 c 2 3 4 (inil~alive Measure No. 134, approved 
November 3, 1992)) 
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